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To find out about other roofs in the project please visit
http://switchbirmingham.wordpress.com

and look for the Green Roof Demonstration project where you will
find more information and photographs of BVSC's green roof.

OYVATOL blooce vt our web site at wLbVSC.ONC

Welcome to

the Green Roof

LB,

In 2006, BVSC was
invited by Groundwork Ro
Birmingham & Solihull join an initiative creating a network of

green roofs in the centre of Birmingham.

We were delighted to be involved in this exciting project
because it allowed us to significantly reduce our building's
negative impact on the environment. The roof was installed in
August 2007 and has since gone through several stages of early

development.
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Green roofs provide a wide
range of environmental
benefits that have encouraged
their broad uptake in the USA,
Germany and Switzerland.
Interest in green roofs in the
UK is also flourishing as more

and more developers become
aware of the advantages
associated with them.
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Such benefits include:

Green roofs can also be havens
for wildlife in urban areas. The

Funded by SITA Trust,
the UNESCO
sustainable

Environmental

species that will hopefully include: =
Partnership, ’

e Carder bumble bees

the roof is )

specifically = Starlings

designed to « Large garden bumble bees = Wall brown butterflies
provide a = House sparrows = Dingy skipper butterflies

surrogate habitat

for black redstarts

and other species

that can be found
on post-industrial

BVSC's Green Roof

The green roof soil consists of a mix of quarried gravel, sand, and
recycled demolition aggregate with only a small amount of
organic matter. These harsh
conditions mean that no single
species is able to take over
and exclude others, so
the roof will support a
high diversity of
species. The roof
also has additional
habitat features,
such as pure sand
piles to act as
nest sites for
ground nesting
bees and wasps
and small log piles
that invertebrates
can hide under and
birds can perch on.

Cooling buildings in summer
Insulating buildings in winter
Reducing air pollution

Intercepting and storing
rainwater, thereby reducing
drainage requirements and
the incidence of urban
flooding

Increasing the longevity of
roof waterproofing layers

Urban cooling
Improving a building's
aesthetic appeal



